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Synopsis

From the co-author of KGB: The Inside Story and an acknowledged authority on the subject comes
"the most important book ever written about American intelligence."--David Kahn, author of The

Codebreakers and Hitler&#39;s Spies
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Customer Reviews

For the Presidents Eyes Only: Secret Intelligence and the American Presidency from Washington to
Bush is exciting reading for fans of secret intelligence or presidential history. The book answers the
all important question "what did the president know and when did he know it" and more importantly
to secret intelligence buffs "how did he know it." Professor Christopher Andrew provides a through
analysis of the intelligence provided to the presidents of the United States during their tenure and
how the presidents used that intelligence. He further explains how the President felt about
intelligence and how well the Presidents understood what intelligence could and could not do for
him. In addition Andrew examines the state of the intelligence services, how the intelligence
services changed during each president’s term and the president’s impact on the intelligence
community during their administration. Christopher Andrew is a Professor of Modern and
Contemporary History at Cambridge University’s Corpus Christi College. He has written many books
on secret intelligence including The Sword and the Shield: The Mitrokhin Archive and the Secret
History of the KGB, KGB: The Inside Story of Its Foreign Operations from Lenin to Gorbachev, Her

Majesty’s Secret Service: The Making of the British Intelligence Community, and "Comrade



Kryuchkov’s Instructions: Top Secret Files on KGB Foreign Operations, 1975-1985. Andrew is a
frequent host of British Broadcasting Corporation television and radio history productions. He holds
the Chair of the History Faculty at Cambridge University, the Chair of the British Intelligence Study

Group and is a former Visiting Professor of National Security at Harvard, Toronto and Canberra.

This is an altogether fascinating book on how American Presidents have used, misused, or ignored
secret intelligence in the 20th Century. Although Andrew provides a brief introductory chapter on
how U.S. presidents from Washington onward have used secret intelligence, the balk of the book
concerns 20th Century presidents from Woodrow Wilson to George W Bush (senior). From the
beginning of the Cold War (1947-1992) CIA was the principal means by which successive
presidents received secret intelligence. Therefore much of this book chronicles the dynamic
relationships that developed between CIA directors and their most important individual customer,
the President.As this book makes clear, not all presidents understood the value and uses of the
secret intelligence provided through CIA. Also the role of CIA as a purveyor of intelligence was
muddied by its ability to conduct covert operations. More than one president was far more interested
in the ability of CIA to engage in secret operations to achieve presidential national security
objectives than the intelligence that it provided. According to Andrew, excluding John Kennedy, only
two modern Presidents really understood the value,use, and limitations of intelligence. President
Dwight Eisenhower, thanks to his WWII role as Supreme Allied Commander, came to the
presidency with a clear understanding and appreciation of intelligence and established a good
working relationship with CIA and the IC. President George W. Bush (Senior) actually served a year
as CIA Director under Gerald Ford. This experience gave him an unprecedented understanding (for
a U.S. President) of intelligence processes and capabilities as well as a clear understanding of the

uses and abuses of covert action. Bush was a very well liked CIA and more importantly trusted.
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